
 

 

WINTER HOLIDAY 

LEADERSHIP I WRITING TASK 
Read through the given extract and follow the instructions below.  

 
I spent the months following my grandfather’s death cycling through a purgatory of beige 
waiting rooms and anonymous offices, analysed and interviewed, talked about just out of 
earshot, nodding when spoken to, repeating myself, the object of a thousand pitying glances 
and knitted brows. My parents treated me like a breakable heirloom, afraid to fight or fret in 
front of me lest I shatter.  

I was plagued by wake-up-screaming nightmares so bad that I had to wear a mouthguard to 
keep from grinding my teeth into nubs as I slept. I couldn’t close my eyes without seeing it – 
that tentacle-mouth horror in the woods.  

Extract from Ransom Riggs, Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children  

 

Continue the extract, creating a complete narrative based on the ideas given. Before you start, 
read through the tips below which will help you create a more cohesive and original story.  

1) Think about the situation the character is in and their likely personality. Keep the character 
consistent by using the original writer’s ideas. Don’t suddenly make the protagonist proactive 
or vengeance seeking.  What problem could your character face and solve?  
 

2) Think about how you could implement fantasy into your work without falling into the cliché of 
having a monster antagonist. How could you interpret the main character’s thoughts in an 
original yet interesting way? Remember, this is a short story so don’t go about creating a 
whole new fantasy world. Try to also avoid letting the whole situation be a figment of 
imagination. 
 

3) You need to introduce a clear theme into your work. Before you start writing, plan out how 
your story is going to progress and how you could implement all the things you have learnt 
in class. Think about: themes, language techniques, character development etc. 

After you have completed your story, please also attach a small reflection statement (200 – 300 
words) that describes how well you think you used the original text in your story. Like all reflections, 
it should include your own thoughts about your writing and what you could improve or change next 
time. Remember to include some positive comments!  

Please submit your final word document via email to info@tlseducation.com.au before July 15th. 

Word Document Formatting 
- Size 12 Arial font 
- Line spacing 1.5  
- 600-900 word limit 


